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EASY READING 


Lattimore, Eleanor Frances | Morrow 
HOLLY IN THE SNOW $2.25 


Christmas in the country has sure fire potentialities as this familiar story 
teller starts in again, this time about a little girl on a visit to her grandparents' 
farm just outside New York. Holly makes a new set of acquaintances- the animals, 
Patience who lives nearby, and the soft, quiet country snow. There's a blizzard too, 
and the excitement as it runs its course sends Holly back to the city with a rich 
store of memories. For advanced beginners. Illustrated with the author's clean 


pictures. (3/17. LC: 54-5002) 
EIGHT TO ELEVEN- FICTION 


Fagrell, Else Caxton 
THE LOST BIRTHDAY $3.50 


Australia half a century ago is the setting of a rather shrill little story 
that could have been good fiction if more pains had been taken with reality than with 
sentiment. Its heroine is little Myee Besser whose father is a country doctor for a 
small town some 250 miles from Sidney. On her seventh birthday, Myee and her family 
go to visit the Stuarts who are sheep farmers, for their daughter Aileen has her 
seventh birthday on the same day. But on the day, the two girls go for a walk, get 
lost and spend some harrowing hours in the bush, before Myee's dog, Patch, aids their 
families in a successful search. Inconsequential. Illustrated by Julie K. Howard. (3/20) 


Peck, Leigh Houghton, Mifflin 
THEY WERE MADE OF RAWHIDE $2.50 


* A true incident of Texas and Galveston in 1986 is told with the stark simpli- 
city that matches the drama of the story of 14 year old Jed McBride who won a cross 
country horse race on his mustang, and of his sister Tibby who kept the home fires 
burning. With his shipwrecked father lying sick with amnesia in Boston, Jed decides 
to enter the, Texas to Vermont race- both as a means of seeing his father and to win 
the needed prize money. Put out at having to stay home, Tibby also runs her own race 
of growing up, sees her mother through the birth of twins and makes her own way to a 
better understanding of people. In its alternate telling, the story has impact and 
makes the best kind of pioneer reading. Spirited drawings by Aldren Watson. For 12 
and 13 year olds too. (3,22.LC: 52-11453) 


Brown, Gladys Everets Little, Brown 
TICO BRAVO, SHARK HUNTER $2.50 


Puntarenas, Costa Rica, is where young Tico lives and passes his first tests 
of manhood on his father's fishing ship. But before he can go out to sea he must over- 
come academic jealousy of his smarter twin sister Julita and learn to run his own ding- 
hy- so that on the big ship he is able to cope with correspondingly bigger problems. 
For another much needed story with a South American setting, this has its authentic, 
exciting moments, but between them the narrative lags disproportionately. Black and 
white drawings are up to scratch but not outstanding. (3/31. LC: 54-5135) 
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Everyday Science Stories Messner 
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Helfman, Elizabeth S.- TRUDY THE MOTHERLY HEN- A visit to her Uncle George's @ ' 


farm provides young Lisa with the opportunity to learn something of dairying. In pre- 
paration for the county fair, Lisa takes care of Trudy the hen while she hatches her 
eggs and in reward, wins a special prize for her efforts. Salubrious if calm doings, 


companionably illustrated by Grace Paull. 
EIGHT TO ELEVEN- NON-FICTION 


Morrow 


Bleeker, Sonia 
THE SEMINOLE INDIANS $2.00 
To add to her growing list of tribal profiles (it has included books on the 
Cherokee, the Crow, the Apache and so on) Sonia Bleeker has written an authoritative 
and companionable study of the Seminole that is more clearly organized than her last 
one, The Delaware Indians (1953). At first through the eyes of a Greek boy, Little Owl 
(who later became the famous chief Osceola) we see the 1808 migration from Georgia to 
Florida and the process by which the Creek became Seminole. Descriptions of their daily d 
life background a broader study- of the political and social implications, first of | 
migration to friendly Spanish territory, and later on in the century the unjust Seminole 
wars which forced another sad movement, back to Oklahoma. A view of tribal life that 
lends itself to the country's history as well. Nice drawings by Althea Kerr. (3/17. | 


LC: 54-5079) 


Darling, Louis Morrow 
GREENHEAD $3.00 


SR OEE EL Sh 


* The mysteries of migration and flight itself, as well as the whole fascinating @ | 
life cycle of the mallard duck, are brought into strong focus through Mr. Darling's text 
and magnificent pencil drawings. Quietly, he introduces us to one particular duck, 
Greenhead. With Greenhead's life as a point of departure, he describes a typical year 
with all its activities and their little to big implications for the life of man. An 
excellent study book, not to be missed. (2/17. LC: 53-9228) 


Landmark Books Random House 
ea. $1.50 | 


* Crouse, Anna & Russel- PETER STUYVESANT OF OLD NEW YORK= By the playwright and 
his wife (who has herself had a career of article and script writing) this biography of 
Stuyvesant points up the man, his times and the issues that beset him and his country- 
with color and accuracy. It is absorbing history and though for younger readers, a better 
account than Rupert Holland's Peter Stuyvesant (Messner- 1953). While it tells of Stuy- 
vesant's boyhood, it gives only the essentials and stresses the political factors that 
were to have their bearing on his life. The picture of him as the fighting governor of 
Curacao is all it should be. Later, as governor of Manhattan, no part of his weaknesses 
is spared, but along with the burgher quarrels and the clashes with the English and the 
Indians,there also is Stuyvesant, the man who loved his people. Jo Spier's drawings. 


(3/%?. Le: 54-5161) 


* Stewart, George R.- TO CALIFORNIA BY COVERED WAGON- George R. Stewart is known 
to the adult world for his gripping accounts of the elements in Fire, Storm, Earth Abides 
and other books. Here he tells a story based on fact, of a boy who made the trip from 
Missouri to California by covered wagon train in 1844. The boy is 17-year-old Mose ®& f 
Schallenberger who left a diary behind him, and as Stewart reconstructs his adventures 
they make a holding picture of pioneering and the adversaries of the pioneers. First 
comes the Missouri River crossing, then Indians and buffaloes, and rolling west on the 
Oregon Trail and on to Donner Pass, where Mose stays camping by himself for a gruelling | 
winter before going on to make his home in San Francisco. Illustrated by William Moyers. | 


(2/%. Le: 54-5163) | 
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Cross, John Keir Coward-McCann 
THE RED JOURNEY BACK $2.75 


* A jaunty sequel to The Angry Planet takes readers on another thrilling and 
quite realistic trip to Mars. At the outset, Stephen a writer, and Dr. McGillivray a 
Scotch scientist, are marooned on Mars and in the grip of a horrible, undiscernible 
power. Messages to Earth reach their former companions, young Paul, Jacky and Mike 
who had previously made friends with Mars' "Beautiful People"- plant-like forms with 
minds- and who are now the only ones who can save them. The three make the trip in 
another ship, and the upshot is eventual freedom from the "Vivores" or "survivors" 
who had once been human but had atrophied into huge, all-controlling brains. Excite- 
ment, plus probabilities based on scientific study make real science fiction. TIllus- 
trated by Robin Jacques. (af2h. Je: 54-6320) 

i 


Wilson, Anthony C. Crowell 
NORMAN AND HENRY INVESTIGATE $1.50 


Continuing the vein of calm capability in the face of really tough problems 
that the author established for his young sleuth in Norman Bones, Detective (1951), 
here are two more short British countryside mysteries. First Norman and his cousin 
Henry track down a gang of clever thieves. Then they expose a wily doctor who is 
smuggling foreign agents into the country. All is accomplished with a neatness and 
a cool dispatch that may tickle as well as excite. Pictures by Kurt Werth.(2/?.106:54-5542) 


Wood, W. H. Little, Brown- D.S.P. 
THE HOUSE IN THE SEA $3.00 


The first novel by this author is a perceptive and salty segment of our sea 
history telling of the first American lighthouse and the intrigues that blocked its 
erection near Plymouth in 1699. When Prue and Dick Wishart move to Plymouth they soon 
meet Barny a student, and colorful Mr. Winstanley, the lighthouse architect. There 
follows intrigue with the French who want Mr. Winstanley to work for them, and with a 
gang of wreckers who profit from the lack of safety measures- and with Dick and Barny 
instrumental in pinning down the wreckers there is a solving of personal as well as 
national problems. With its suspense and atmosphere, this is sure fire and recommen- 
ded sea reading- based on fact. Illustrated. For 8 - 11's too. (3/24. LC: 54-5102) 


Howard, Elizabeth Morrow 
A STAR TO FOLLOW _ $2.75 


Candle in the Night (1952), and North Wind Blows Free (1949) stand on this 
author's record as good period fiction for girls and prepare her audience for another- 
this of Arizona Army life in the days of Apache warfare, and of Ellen Stacey whose 
life dream it was to become a doctor. An independent soul, Ellen finds silly girl- 
hood gaiety and boy-talk foreign to her. Joining her parents out west, she has her 
troubles persuading them to let her study with Dr. Tower, and to accept her growing 
affection for Brent, an enlisted man outside the social circle. However, she does 
both successfully and sets out to be Arizona's first woman doctor as Brent's wife. 
Unnecessary romanticizing hinders movement, but the cumulative effect is all to the 


good. (3/17. LC: $4-5078) 
TWELVE TO SIXTEEN- NON-FICTION 


Boynick, David K. Crowell 
CHAMPIONS BY SETBACK $2.75 


The hazards of accident, the hurdles of misfortune proved assets to this 
group of true sportsmen who overcame their handicaps and forged to the top. These 
are short biographies linked by afflictions conquered:- Glenn Cunningham, the famous 
miler, who suffered for years with severely burned legs; James Braddock, with his 
broken hand; Hamilton Richardson, a diabetic who became a tennis champion, and so 
on. Handled without undue sentimentalizing, this has its therapeutic value. 


(2/2. LCs 54-5534) 

















theory of 


animals, insects and so forth. 


Twelve to Sixteen- Non-fiction- continued January 15, 1954 


Brown, Vinson Little, Brown 


HOW TO MAKE A HOME NATURE MUSEUM $2.50 


* The author of The Amateur Naturalist's Handbook (1948) covers a wide range here 
of possibilities for different types of collections and how to display them. 
care and originality, he not only tells how to collect but outlines as well a bit of the 
the sciences involved. Preparing space, note taking, classifying (excellent 
directions here on the use of scientific references), mounting, moulds and models, etc. 
are some of the sections and within each there is material on the type of specimen- rocks, 
Appendixes and a substantial bibliography buttress the 


already substantial text. Many diagrams and drawings. (3/22. LC: 54-5104) 


Komroff, Manuel Little, Brown 
ADVENTURES OF SPIES $2.75 


Seeing the acts in a continuum of the spy's life is an important element in 


most of these short biographies by the author of Marco Polo (Messner, 1952) and much 


adult fiction and non-fiction. 


sent, and 


territory around the world, the famous spies and cases include Nathan Hale, 


Karl Schulmeister, T. E. Lawrence, the "Alice Service" of World War I, the Keuhns of 
Honolulu who helped the Japanese prior to Pearl Harbor. A nice roundup of well told, 


sometimes 


twice told tales, that complements Zhe Real Book About Spies by Beryl and 


Samuel Epstein. Illustrated with black and white drawings. (3/17. LC: 54:5120) 


about him. 


other segment of the Pacific campaign in WW II. 


FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Relisted for Young Adults’ Fiction from 12 - 16 section: 


Cross, John Keir- THE RED JOURNEY BACK Coward-McCann 
Swinnerton, Frank Doubleday 
A MONTH IN GORDON SQUARE | $3.50 


A perceptive study of youth awakening from intense egotism tells of disturbed 
Flora Vandal who resists almost to the last, recognition that people aren't laughing at 
her and they care and can be hurt- as well as she. 
drawing room survivals, as a gentleman of the old school manages to dominate the people 


(Full report on p. 11. 2/18. Le: 54-5370) 


Dodson, Kenneth Little, Brown 
AWAY ALL BOATS $h .50 


A combination of naval history and very realistic story telling recreates an- 
It is a superb close up of amphibious 


warfare and the men from the captain down- as their personal and interrelated stories 


are told in clean cut, perceptive fashion- come as alive as Wouk's famous characters of 
. Nevertheless, it is a repeat on a well worked theme and a demand for it will 


the Caine 
depend on 


*how to's" 





the taste of the individual. (Full report on p. 9. 3/1. LC: 54-5123) 
NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Relisted for Young Adults!’ Non-fiction from 12 - 16 section: 


Boynick, David K.=- CHAMPIONS BY SETBACK Crowell 
Brown, Vinson- HOW TO MAKE A HOME NATURE MUSEUM Little, Brown 
Komroff, Manuel- ADVENTURES OF SPIES Little, Brown 
Buchanan, Lamont Dutton 

THE PICTORIAL BASEBALL INSTRUCTOR $2.95 


From Little League to Major League- from High School fans to adult addicts, 
this is a book of pictures and expanded captions that makes baseball mean more. 1820 
pictures, many of them close ups, speak more vigorously than the text, and are splendid 
for any level of playing. (Full report on p. 20. 1/11. LC: 54-5027) 


Emphasizing 


Covering periods from the Revolutionary War to the pre- 


Too, it pictures a segment of London 
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